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The effect of starter, grower and finisher periods on performance and carcass traits

of broilers
E. kheiry ", Dr A. Safamehr ', and Dr A. Nobakht '
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Animal Science Islamic Azad University, Maragheh Branch,
* E-mail: Kheiry esk@yahoo.com

Abstract

This experiment was conducted to study the effects of starter, grower and finisher periods on performance
and carcass traits of Ross-308 broilers. Total 128 commercial-type of Ross-308 broilers of one-days old
in a completely randomized design with two treatments and four replicates, during 1 to 49 days of age
were tested. All of the treatments diets were iso-caloric, and same levels of nutrients and different of
starter, grower and finisher periods that formulated by average nutrient recommendation of two feeding
standards and includes NRC'(1994)(0-21, 22-42 and 43-49 days) and Ross-308 breeding guide (0-10, 11-
28 and 29-49 days). The results indicated that, in total of the experiment period, feed conversion in
chickens fed by starter, grower and finisher periods recommended by NRC, significantly better than
inverse treatment (P<0.05). There were not any significantly difference in feed intake, body weight gain
and carcass traits between two treatments. Feeding of starter, grower and finisher periods on the base of
recommended by NRC, significantly decreased the production cost of each kilogram of live weight in
comparison to other treatment (P< 0.05). The results indicated that in broilers formulation of diets on the
based of nutrient recommended by NRC (1994) can be useful in improvement of performance and
decreasing of production cost than Ross-308 breeding guide recommendation.

Keywords: Broilers, feeding standard, nutrient, performance.
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